Bhaktasiromani, was born at the famous Mana called Vazhakunnam
on Thursday, 12thMedam 10661 (23 April 1891)/which was a
Chitrapournami day in the Vrissikam Rasi. His father was
Vazhakunnam Raman Atitiripad, and his mother was Parvati
Antarjanam, whose native house was Mundakkizhi Kaladi Mana.
The Vazhakunnam Mana is situated near the famous Siva temple
at Timvegappura in Palakkad district in Kerala. This Nambudiri
family had been noted for its aristocratic tradition and devotion to
vedic studies.

Raman Atitiripad knew the Rigveda Samhita by heart. He
was well known for his sense of humour, a speciality of the
Nambudiri Brahmins. He had translated the Bhagavadgita and
the Ekadasaskandha of Srimadbhagavatam. He had an impres-
sive personality.2 Vazhakunnam Vasudevan Nambudiri would
have inherited these qualities through his father.

It was his grandfather Kesavan Atitiripad, an ardent devotee
of Lord Gumvayurappa, who conducted his Upanayana ceremony
and imparted to him the first lessons of knowledge. Being a bril-

1. See Bhaktasiromani (Life and Reminiscences),
Bharathavilasam, Trichur, 1949,p.5.

*  All the equivalent English dates confirmed with P.V.
Sankaranarayanan, Astrologer, Mannampatta, Palghat district.

2. Ibid. pp.4-5.

24